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1842 Excerpt: ...whether in support of any
petition complaining of the return, or by
way of recrimination, or in answer to any
petition, shall be withdrawn, abandoned, or
not bonafide. prosecuted before the said
committee, it shall and may be lawful for
such committee in its discretion to examine
into and ascertain the circumstances under
which such withdrawal, abandonment, or
forbearance to prosecute such charges as
aforesaid shall hare taken place, and
whether the same has been matter of
compromise, arrangement, or
understanding, covert or otherwise, in
order to avoid the discovery of bribery at
the said election; and the said committee
shall be authorised, if it shall think fit, to
state in their report upon the election
petition any special matter relating to the
said charges of bribery, and the cause and
reason of the abandonment or forbearance
to prosecute the same; and for the more
effectual discovery of the truth of the
matters so to be inquired into, full power
and authority is hereby given to such
committee to examine the sitting; Member
or Members, or candidate or candidates at
the said election, and their several and
respective agents, and all other persons
whomsoever, touching and concerning
such matters. Well, that was giving a
power only to inquire into the cause of the
abandonment of the petition--nothing
more; but in the following clause it was
enacted-- That if any committee nominated
to try an election petition shall report that
there are grounds for believing that
extensive or general bribery was practised
at the election to which such report shall
refer, and shall recommend that further
inquiry and investigation should be made
regarding such bribery, in that case the
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Speaker shall nominate an agent to
prosecute the investigation into the mat...
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